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PROCEEDINGS 

OFTHE 
INDIAN HISTORY CONGRESS 

53rd SESSION (1992-93) 
WARANGAL 



DELHI 
1993 



PROFESSOR B.S.L HANUMANTHA RAO 

) 

(1924-93) 



Historian, radical humanist and a critic, Professor B.S.L Hanumantha 
Rao was born in Donepudi Village of Tenali Taluq (Guntur District, 
\ndhra Pradesh) on 4th January, 1924. He completed his school 
education at Turimella High School and College education at AJC. 
College (Guntur) and Hindu College (Guntur}. He received his MA 
degree in History from Andhra University. He was awarded PhD. 
for his thesis "Religion in Andhra" by University of Kamataka 
(Dharwad) in 1969. 

Professor Hanumantha Rao started his career as a teacher in 
Kuchipudi Village. He joined Hindu College (Guntur) in 1951 as 
a Lecturer in History and became the Head of the Department 
in 1974 and continued in the post till his retirement in 1983. 
He worked as an honorary Professor in the Department of Buddhist 
Studies, Nagarjuna University, from 1 983 to 1 987. During his tenure 
at Nagarjuna University, Professor Rao put all his efforts to develop 
the Department Several research scholars completed their higher 
research degrees under his careful supervision. 
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Professor' Hanumantha Rao was continuously engaged in the 
historical research and published several books on various aspects 
of Indian History and History of Andhra Pradesh. Having worked 
on "Religion in Andhra" for his Doctoral Thesis, he had brought 
out six works in English and Telugu which include Indian History 
and Culture (3 Vols). Srisailam - History and Culture and History 
of Andhras Besides, he had also translated five major works on 
history which include Lokayata, Ashoka and the Decline of the 
Mauryas and From Savagery to Civilization. Most of his papers 
published in research journals deal with religious history of Andhra 
Pradesh through millennia. His unpublished works include "Buddhist 
Inscriptions of Andhradesha" and "Social Mobility in Medieval Andhra" 
in English and "Buddhist and Jaina Religions in Andhradesha" in 
Telugu. 

Professor Hanumantha Rao was actively associated with a number 
of associations connected with History and attended several 
conferences and seminars of Indian History Congress, Indian 
Epigraphical Society, Indian Numismatic Society, Andhra Pradesh 
History Congress. He was the President of the Ancient Indian History 
Section of the 53rd Session (1992-93) of Indian History Congress 
held at Warangal in February, 1993. The Andhra Pradesh History 
Congress owes very much to Professor Rao. He served the Andhra 
Pradesh History Congress in various capacities and from 1985 
till his death he was the Vice-President of the Congress. He lent 
his full support and cooperation for the growth and development 
of this Congress. He was also the General President of the 1 3th 
Session of the Andhra Pradesh History Congress held at Srisailam 
in 1989. 

"Kunda Kunda Jnanapitha", Indore, felicitated him on 6th June, 
1993 for the services rendered by him to the Historical Research. 
But unfortunately, on his way back to Guntur, Professor Rao died 
of cardiac arrest at Hyderabad on 8th June, 1993. 

Professor Hanumantha Rao, who always tried to reconstructhistory 
on scientific lines, rightly deserves a place among the great Andhra 
Historians such as ChBukuri Veerabhadra Rao, Mallampalli 
Somasekhara Sarma Nelaturi Venkataramanaiah and other. His 
sudden demise is really a set back to Indian Historical research. 

- M. SOMASEKHARA RAO 
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1 . Religion in Andhra (Dept. of Archaeology & Museums, 

Govt of AP.) 

2. Indian History & Culture (in III Volumes) 

3. Guntur through Ages (A.I.C.C. Session, Guntur 1964) 

4. Age of Satavahanas (AP. Sahitya Academy, Telugu University) 

5. Srisailam History & Culture (Telugu University) 
6 . Modern Europe (Guide book for Students) 
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1 . Essays on Social Mobility in Mediaeval Andhra. 
2. Buddhist Inscriptions of Andhra Desa. 
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